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In the classic French style,
the City of Elgin presents
« L’ Amour,
Toujours I’Amour! »

A French Opera Gala

Production of
Elgin OPERA
Sung in "The Language of Love"
with English Supertitles
Saturday, February 6, 2010
7:30 PM
Hemmens Cultural Center
45 Symphony Way
Elgin, IL 60120

Embracing the true
« Language of Love »
Featuring works from the most
beloved French operas.

Maestro Francesco Milioto will
lead the New Millennium Or-
chestra (50 piece), Elgin Choral
Union, The Ladies of Elgin
OPERA Training Ensemble
and soloists in excerpts from
Carmen, Manon, Romeo &
Juliet, Faust, The Pearl Fish-
ers, The Tales of Hoffmann,
Werther, Lakme, and more.
Cast
Solange Sior, Soprano
Nancy Wiebe Mazurowski,
Soprano
Jennifer Kosharsky, Mezzo
Cornelius Johnson, Tenor
John Zukerman, Tenor
Bill McMurray, Baritone
Ghibong Kim, Baritone
Wojciech Ziarnik, Bass
And more

Preceding the performance and
during the intermission,

Entertainment will be provided by

the youngest members of
Elgin Opera Training Ensemble.

Elgin OPERA is very proud of its
very unique Training
Ensemble. The talent and profes-
sionalism of these young artists
(8 — 20 years old) will amaze you
as they perform a wide selection

of French popular music and clas-

sical art songs and arias.

Ticket Price Range: $15—8$35
For Tickets: Call Hemmens
Box Office: 847-931-5900
Online: www.hemmens.org

(click tickets.com)
(Check payable to:
City of Elgin/Hemmens)

JOIN ELGIN OPERA GUILD

Elgin OPERA Guild events & discounts are made possible by
the generous support of Opera Volunteers International

Your one-year membership “card” entitles you to these benefits & more:

e A Membership ID Card

e Enjoy a 10 % discount at Villa Verone Ristaurante in Elgin on the total bill of the table.

e An exclusive complimentary invitation to the Mayor's Champagne Toast during intermission at the
French Opera Gala.

e Invitations to special gatherings and events

e  Subscription to the quarterly newsletter

e Special discounts throughout the year (member only)

e Advance notice to upcoming events
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SAIL FOR “FREE” ON THE MEDITERRANEAN

ELGIN OPERA PRESENTS:
“Arias & Encores on the Mediterranean”
Sailing August 2—12, 2010
10 Day Mediterranean Cruise

Set sail with family and friends in support
of Elgin OPERA in 2010!

Elgin OPERA Guild members
& EOTE members
can sail for “FREE”
when they sell 10 cruises
to family and friends.
Contact Elgin OPERA
for more information.

Enjoy a spacious, elegantly appointed state-
room of your choice on this 10 day cruise
on Holland America’s Noordam. Dine at
the Intimate Pinnacle Grill, the Captain’s
Dinner or other various dining options.
Toast away at the Captain’s Cocktail Party,
the Private Elgin OPERA Cocktail Party
and the Wine and Cheese Tasting. Let
singers of Elgin OPERA romance you at
private events and at Elgin OPERA’s Public
Performance onboard the ship.

Visit Barcelona, Livorno (Florence),
Naples, Rome, Malta, La Goulette. Have
your private translator (Solange Sior) walk
you through the French Coéte d’Azur
(Monte Carlo) and the house of Napoleon
Bonaparte, Ajaccio (France). Buy souve-
nirs and taste the specialties of Europe.

Pre & Post packages available for Barcelona
and Rome. Fare includes a tax-deductible
donation to Elgin OPERA.

Enjoy a special rate for
friends of Elgin OPERA
(Price per person based on double occupancy)

Balcony $2,499

Ocean View $1,949

Interior Cabin $1,729
(Taxes & Fees $97.40)

Rate for 3rd or 4th passenger in cabin: $799
plus Taxes & Fees of $97.40

For more information or Reservations
contact Getaway Travel at 847-888-2525
or at gtc@getaway-travel.com.

FRENCH OPERA GALA: NOTES ON

THE CAST

On Saturday, February 6th , 2010, the City
of Elgin presents “L’Amour, Toujours
I’Amour!”, a French Opera Gala, Produc-
tion of Elgin OPERA.

The Gala will feature several familiar artists.
For those of you who came to Elgin OPERA’s
production of a “Taste of Italy” last January,
you will be glad to hear that Jennifer Koshar-
sky, Mezzo, will join us in singing some ex-
cerpts from Carmen and Werther. Jennifer
also sang the role of Suzuki in Elgin OP-
ERA’s production of “Madame Butterfly” in
2007. She repeated the role last summer at
“Music by the Lake” in Lake Geneva.

Other singers who performed at “A Taste of
Italy” last year include Cornelius Johnson,
Tenor, who also sang Rodolfo in the EO 2009
Summer Festival’s production of the third Act
of “La Boheme”; and Bill McMurray, Bari-
tone, who was also acclaimed in the role of

Dulcamara in the 2008 EO production of the
“Elixir of Love”.

Joining us from the same production of
“Elixir of Love” is John Zukerman, Tenor,
who sang the lead role of Nemorino. John
will thrill you in singing “Ah, mes amis!”
with the famous 9 high Cs from “The Daugh-
ter of the Regiment”, a role he just performed
in Hong Kong.

Ghibong Kim, Baritone, performed the role of
Giorgo Germont in the 2006 EO production of
“La Traviata” & in EO’s 2009 Summer Festi-
val’s production of Second Act Scene from
“La Traviata”. Mr. Kim is a vocal instructor
on the campus of Judson University in Elgin.

Wojciech Ziarnik, Bass, received great acco-
lades while participating in EO’s 2009 Sum-
mer Festival & EO’s 2009 Benefit Event.

Nancy Wiebe Mazurowski, Soprano, is the

Second Place Winner of Elgin OPERA’s 2009
Vocal Competition (Division IV). Her
participation in this Gala is part of her award.
She also participated in EO’s 2009 Summer
Festival & EO’s 2009 Benefit Event.

And naturally, Founder and Artistic Director
of Elgin OPERA, Solange Sior, Soprano, will
be delighted to perform in her native lan-
guage. The evening will surprise you with
additional singers. To hear singers from Elgin
OPERA visit us at www.youtube.com/
ElginOpera.

Elgin OPERA is very excited to announce the
participation of Elgin Choral Union, the
oldest performing arts organization in the Fox
Valley, distinguished by its ambitious pro-
gramming and high performance standards.
This exciting collaboration with Elgin Choral
Union promises to bring a new level of excel-
lence and passion to the evening.

MAYOR’S CHAMPAGNE TOAST

An exclusive complimentary invitation to members of the Elgin OPERA Guild

Members of the Elgin OPERA Guild are cordially invited to the Mayor’s Champagne Toast during the inter-
mission of Elgin OPERA’s French Opera Gala “L’Amour, Toujours I’Amour” at the Hemmens Cultural Cen-
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ter on February 6, 2010. Come and toast with Mayor Ed Schock, Maestro Milioto, some of the soloists and
Board Members of Elgin OPERA and enjoy some Hors-d’Oeuvres! This is an exclusive event for the members
of the OPERA Guild only! Please call Elgin OPERA'’s office to make a reservation and bring your OPERA
Guild Membership ID Card for the event.
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SPONSORS OF THE MONTH: JANUARY- MARCH

January: February: March:

Suburban Women’s Health Chris A. Petri Nicholas Bruno
Specialists , LTD Multi-Month Donor Board Member
Multi-Month Donor Multi-Month Donor

2350 Royal Blvd. Suite 600
Elgin, IL 60123 &

2971 W. Algonquin Rd. Suite 10
Algonquin, IL 60102
847.931.4747

ELGIN OPERA 4TH ANNUAL VOCAL COMPETITION

Elgin OPERA announces its Fourth Annual Vocal Competition with
cash awards and scholarships to Elgin OPERA’s Second Community
Outreach Music Festival. (Festival to be held in June this year.)
Artistic Director, Solange Sior, reserves the right of casting winners
or finalists of the vocal competition in professional productions.

Four age divisions are set as follows:

Division I - Twinkle Little Star — 12 years old and under
Division II — Teen Artist — 13 — 18 years old

Division III — Young Artist — 19 — 26 years old

Division IV — Emerging Artist — 27 years old and over

Schedule for Division I & II

Preliminary round will be held on Saturday, March 13" in the after-
noon. Semi-Finals will be held on Sunday, March 14" in the after-
noon. Finals will be held on Saturday, April 10™ in the afternoon.

Villa Verone
Festival of Singers
On going!

Come and enjoy the beautiful voices from Elgin OPERA
Training Ensemble and guest artists. Five - ten singers are
showcased in a variety of excerpts from famous opera selections,
to Broadway highlights, passing by Italian Songs and comedy
numbers, while you leisurely indulge in the sumptuous Italian
Cuisine.

Elgin OPERA provides entertainment most Sundays from 6-8
PM at Villa Verone Ristorante Italiano (13 Douglas Avenue, of
Downtown Elgin)

No Cover Charge!

Opera Guild Member with a Membership ID Card can enjoy a
10 % discount on the total bill of the table.

Schedule for Division III & IV

Preliminary round will be held on Saturday, March 20™ in the after-
noon. Semi-Finals will be held on Sunday, March 21* in the after-
noon. Finals will be held on Sunday, April 11™ in the afternoon.

Brochure and registration forms will soon be available. (Last year’s
brochure can be downloaded from our website for music require-
ment information.) Deadline to register is set for March 8, 2010.

Please refrain from calling for information until February 8, 2010.

Artist Spotlight:
Nancy Wiebe Mazurowski

Elgin OPERA is proud to highlight the accomplishments of
soprano Nancy Wiebe Mazurowski, Second Place Winner
(Division IV) in Elgin OPERA’s Third Annual Vocal Competi-
tion.

Ms. Mazurowski began her musical studies at the age of five
with piano lessons. She holds a B.A. and M.M. from North
Park University and has sung with the Grant Park Symphony
Chorus and Chicago Symphony Chorus.

As a soloist Ms. Mazurowski has performed the Vivaldi's Glo-
ria, the Saint-Saéns' Christmas Oratorio, and Mozart's Requiem.

Nancy is making her professional operatic debut with Elgin OP-
ERA in the French Gala on February 6, 2010. Elgin OPERA is
very proud to help launch her career and to honor this Second
Place Winner (Division IV) of Elgin OPERA's 2009 Vocal Com-
petition with this reward.

Congratulations Nancy!
And good luck with your career!
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To follow the most up to date workings of Elgin OPERA visit us at:

www.elginopera.org
www.youtube.com/ElginOpera

www.facebook.com/pages/Elgin-OPERA /45418001058

www.e-photograph.com/photos
www.elginopera.wordpress.com
www.cafepress.com/elginopera

www.oakparkjournal.com/2008/2009-Elgin-Opera-Gala-Jan-31-8pm.html

www.lakecountyjournal.com/articles/2009/08/12/80236155/index.xml

www.kcchronicle.com/articles/2009/08/18/61600446/index.xml

www.elginopera.org
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Elgin OPERA Elgin, IL

350 Park Street .

The Rider Center- Room 207 Permit No. 455

Elgin, IL 60120

Phone: 847-695-5014

Fax: 847-695-5024

E-mail: office@elginopera.org

ELGIN OPERA STUDIO | [ELGIN OPERA DVDs, COFFEE, T-SHIRTS, ETC.

847-695-5014

Elgin OPERA Studio Offers:

e Vocal Training *Bel Canto
Technique *Open Throat
*Margaret Harshaw Technique

e  Coaching *Art Songs *Opera
*Musical Theatre

e  Diction/Language

*French *Italian *German

Instructors:

Solange Sior - MM University of

Montreal - Lyric Opera Center for

American Artist (Chicago)

Susan Dennis - MM Northwestern
University .

Elgin OPERA Productions
available on DVD

A Taste of Italy - Highlights of
Ttalian Excerpts with the New
Millennium Orchestra, January
31, 2009. (Double DVD - $25)
Magic Flute Highlights - Staged
Production of Highlights of the
Magic Flute May 1, 2009.
(Single DVD - §15)

Best Loved Opera Scenes - Semi
staged opera highlights from
Summer Festival. August 1st,
2009 (Single DVD - $15)

Puccini’s Suor Angelica- Staged
production, August 1st, 2009.
(Single DVD - $15)

Best Loved Opera Scenes & Suor
Angelica (Combined Double
DVD - $25)

Coffee & Merchandise
Organic coffees and teas from
Conscious Cup Coffee are
available in either whole bean
or ground. Encore Blend,
Sumatra Mandheling, Mexi-
can Decaf, Numi Tea Box.

11b bag is $15. The half pound
bag and tea box are $10.

Call Meghan Smeenge at 847-
741-1184.

T-Shirts & more...

Elgin OPERA long sleeve T-
shirts are still available for $18.

Additional Elgin OPERA mer-
chandise, including a variety of
t-shirt styles, bumper stickers

and much more are available at

www.cafepress.com/elginopera
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